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inception to a confusion of names and personages.
Among the folk tales and legends of the Peruvians
there is frequent mention of Wira-Kocha (the
Creator of the Lake) as the semisupernatural being
who was responsible for the cyclopean architecture
of the pre-Incas. His divine power was supposedly-
derived from the Kuntur Ticsi (Conder God) and as
Ktintur-Ticsi-Wira-Kocha he was venerated as a dei-
ty. But he had no connection whatever with the
eighth Inca who assumed the name of Wira-Kocha.
Although the Incans and pre-Incans are common-
ly referred to as sun-worshipers, the religion of the
earlier race was distinct from that of the Incan peo-
ple of later years. The pre-Incan supreme God or
Creator is almost invariably represented as a puma
or jaguar, more or less humanized, and surrounded
by symbols of divine power. Usually these consist
of condors, jaguars, fishes and snakes, the first three
being symbolic of the god's dominion over air, earth
and sea, while the serpents are symbolic of the sun's
rays and indicate the god's dominion over heaven. It
was not until the reign of Huayna-Kapac, the
eleventh Inca that the later sun-worship was fully
established, and even then the pre-Incan religion per-
sisted, especially at Pachacamac and at other ancient
holy cities.
The Incan sun-god was a being who suffered and
died at the time of solar eclipses, but was reborn each
time, and he was thought to be subject to a supreme
divinity known as Pacha-Kamac or the Creator of
the Universe, whose abode was hanak-pachac or
heaven. The Incas also believed in a hell or Jiaeh-
pacJiac presided over by a devil called Supay. They